[Differential diagnosis of asthma in infants and young children].
Although when an infant or a young child presents with persistent or recurrent wheezing, the probability of asthma is high, one must remain very careful in order not to miss an other etiology. Except for the chest X ray with inspiratory and expiratory studies that is mandatory, the other evaluations should be based on a careful interview and clinical examination. Fiberoptic bronchoscopy may be indicated each time there is a doubt on foreign body aspiration or tracheobronchomalacia.